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Executive Summary 

http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Latestproducts/E07179C5CE8AFEDCCA2571B70011A672?opendocument
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http://www.anglicare.asn.au/site/being_a_part_a_survey_of_young_peoples_experience_.php


Introduction 



Methodology 

 

What is the 30:40 housing stress measure? 



Is 30% enough? 

http://economics.hia.com.au/media/Affordability%2520Index%2520Methodology.pdf
https://www.fwc.gov.au/awards-and-agreements/minimum-wages-conditions/national-minimum-wage-orders


Findings 

National catchment 



Table 1: Number and proportion of suitable property listings: National aggregate  

Single income households 



Double income households 

Regional catchment 

http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Products/3218.0~2011~Main+Features~Main+Features?OpenDocument#PARALINK3.


Table 2: Number and proportion of suitable property listings: Regional aggregate  

 

Single income households 



Double income households 

Metropolitan catchment 

18

19

http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Latestproducts/3218.0Main%20Features12014-15?opendocument&tabname=Summary&prodno=3218.0&issue=2014-15&num=&view=


Table 3: Number and proportion of suitable property listings: Metropolitan aggregate  

 

Single income households 



Double income households 

  



Discussion & Policy Goals 
Context 

Tax Reform 

http://grattan.edu.au/static/files/assets/b8ea6c12/800_Renovating_Housing.pdf


Increase housing stock that matches changing popula tion needs 

Grow the supply of social housing 

http://www.tai.org.au/content/top-gears-how-negative-gearing-and-capital-gains-tax-discount-benefit-drive-house-prices
http://grattan.edu.au/static/files/assets/b8ea6c12/800_Renovating_Housing.pdf


Inadequate income 

http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Lookup/by%20Subject/1301.0~2012~Main%20Features~Housing~21


Conclusion 





Janet* is a single woman in her 40s from inner north Melbourne who works three days a week. She has 
lived in the same area for 15 years and is active in her local community. 

Janet rents directly from the property owner, who increases the rent yearly. 

Over time the average weekly rent where Janet lives has risen from $380 per week to a median $650 per 
week, although most properties around her rent for about $750 per week. 

Janet spends two-thirds of her weekly pay on rent. 

“I don’t want to leave the area I live, as I have so many valued friendships and community 
relationships and activities. I also have a dog and many landlords won’t accept pets. 

As an active participant in the cultural life of the city, I rely on the social capital I have within my 
inner city networks to generate opportunities for work. 

With so much money going on rent, I tend to live from week to week, and manage my resources 
very carefully. Over the longer term, it has meant I’m not able to save for my future.” 

 

* Name has been changed to protect the privacy of the individual. 



Melanie is a 37 year old mother of four. She moved from New Zealand to Australia in 2007. 

Melanie’s two youngest children, who were born in Australia, live with her in Brisbane, Queensland. Her 
eldest two live in New Zealand. 

In 2013, Melanie left her ex and moved into a domestic violence refuge with her two children. After a 
lengthy court proceeding, Melanie was told to move closer to her ex, in order to share custody. 

Because Melanie is not an Australian citizen, she is not entitled to government housing or any benefits 
other than Family Tax A and B, plus rent assistance. She is currently working nine hours a fortnight in a 
casual job, and she gets some child support. 

Melanie’s total income per month is $1,466 and her rent is $1,020 a month. 

“Using two-thirds of my income on rent severely limits what I can do for and with my children. I 
can’t take them to the movies and we don’t have takeaways or other treats. 

I buy store brand food and I’m constantly worrying about finding enough money to pay the bills. It 
is a constant, stressful situation to be in and it really gets me down. 

What really worries me the most, is if I will be able to keep my rental property (financially or be 
given permission to renew the lease) or be able to afford another one when my lease ends.” 

 

* Name has been changed to protect the privacy of the individual. 



 

 

 

 

 



Table 1: Rental Affordability, southern country regions of South Australia , by household 
type and percentage 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

Anglicare NSW South, NSW West & ACT supports low income households in Canberra and Queanbeyan by: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Young People 

Single Parents 

Older people 

Single workers 



 

Table 1: Rental Affordability, ACT and Queanbeyan, by household type and percentage 



Messages for the ACT Government  



Social Housing in the ACT 

 

 

Messages for the Federal Government  



 

 



 

Table 1: Rental Affordability, Rockhampton, Gladstone and Emerald, by household type 
and percentage 





  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Table 1: Rental Affordability, North Coast of NSW, by household type and p ercentage 

 
 



Table 2: Number and percentage of affordable and appropriate properties by household 
types on the North Coast  

 

 
AVAILABILITY OF AFFORDABLE AND APPROPRIATE RENTAL PROPERTIES, 

BROKEN DOWN BY REGIONS IN THE NSW NORTH COAST OF NSW, AND BY HOUSEHOLD TYPE 

 Regions surveyed 

B
a

ll
in

a
 

B
y

ro
n

 B
a

y
 

C
a

si
n

o
 

C
la

re
n

ce
 

V
a

ll
e

y
 

C
o

ff
s 

H
a

rb
o

u
r 

K
e

m
p

se
y

 

L
is

m
o

re
 

P
o

rt
 

M
a

cq
u

a
ri

e
 

T
w

e
e

d
 

H
e

a
d

s 

 Total properties 
counted 51 44 43 143 171 35 59 158 55 
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Couple,2 children 
Newstart 

0 0 
2 

(5%) 
4 

(3%) 
0 

3 
(24%) 

0 0 0 

Single, 2 children, 
Parenting Payment 

0 0 0 
3 

(2%) 
0 

1 
(3%) 

0 0 0 

Couple, Age Pension 
0 0 

14 

(33%) 

15 
(10%) 

5 
(3%) 

7 
(20%) 

5 
(8%) 

1 
(<1%) 

0 

Single, 1 child, 
Parenting Payment 

0 0 
1 

(2%) 
2 

(1%) 
0 0 0 0 0 

Single, 1 child, 
Newstart 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Single, Age pension 
0 0 

2 
(5%) 

4 
(3%) 

0 0 0 0 0 

Single, 21 +, Disability 
Support Pension 

0 0 
2 

(5%) 
4 

(3%) 
2 

(1%) 
0 0 0 0 

Single, Newstart 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Single, 18 +, Youth 
Allowance 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Single (sharing), Youth 
Allowance 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Couple, 2 children, Min 
wage, FTB A&B 

5 
(10%) 

0 
23 

(53%) 

59 
(41%) 

26 
(15%) 

18 
(51%) 

26 
(44%) 

30 
(19%) 

9 
(16%) 

Single, 2 children, Min 
wage, FTA & FTB 

0 0 
9 

(21%) 
14 

(10%) 
0 

5 
(14%) 

1 
(2%) 

0 0 

Single, Min wage 
0 0 

1 
(2%) 

7 
(5%) 

0 
2 

(6%) 
5 

(8%) 
1 

(<1%) 
0 

 Couple, 2 children, Min 
wage, Parenting 

Partnered FTB A&B 
0 0 

17 
(40%) 

29 
(20%) 

1 
(<1%) 

7 
(20%) 

5 
(8%) 

2 
(1%) 

0 



Regional Variations 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Table 1: Rental Affordability, Cairns region, by household type and percentage 



 

 

 

 



 

Table 1: Demographic characteristics of major service centres of Anglicare Northern 
Inland  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Table 2: Rental Affordability, Northern Inland Service Areas, by household type and 
percentage 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Further analysis  

 

 



 

Table 1: Rental Affordability, Northern Territory, by household type and percentage 



 

 

 





 

Anglicare NSW South, NSW West & ACT provides support to low-income households in South-Eastern 
NSW through: 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Young people and jobseekers 

Families receiving income support  

Older people, and people with disabilities  

Low-waged households 



Table 1: Rental Affordability, South-East NSW, by household type and percentage 



Discrimination and limitations for low income and disadvantaged households  

Seasonal issues in the South Coast area  

  



Messages for the NSW Government  

Social Housing wait times in South-East NSW 

 

 

 

 

 

Messages for the Federal Government 



Anglicare Riverina supports low income households in the Riverina in the following ways: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Families receiving income support 



Young people and jobseekers 

Low-waged households 



Table 1: Rental Affordability, Riverina, by household type and percentage 



Messages for the NSW Government 

Social Housing in the Riverina/Murray region 

 

 

 

 

Messages for the Federal Government 





 

 

 

 



Table 1: Rental Affordability, Adelaide, by household type and percentage 



 

 

 

  



 

About Anglicare Southern Queensland  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Table 1: Rental Affordability, Brisbane, by household type and percentage 



Table 2: Comparison of number of rental advertisements by region, 2016 to 2013 

Region Number of Rental advertisements 

  2016 2015 2014 2013 

Brisbane - East  732 647 548 545 

Brisbane - North 997 922 875 643 

Brisbane - South 1610 1356 1181 942 

Brisbane - West 796 806 697 581 

Brisbane Inner City 3345 2631 2754 1930 

Brisbane Metro 7480 6362 6055 4641 

 



 

Table 3: Comparison of median advertised rents by accommodation type and property size, 2016 and 
2015 

Accommodation type / 
property size 

 Median Weekly Rent 
 

2016 2015 

House/Townhouse $460 $460 

Unit/Flat/Apartment $420 $400 

Shared Rental (embedded) $180 $160 

One bedroom
1
 $370 $355 

Two bedroom $410 $400 

Three bedroom  $450 $445 

Four bedroom $540 $548 

Five bedrooms or more $730 $695 

Brisbane Metro $440 $430 
1 
excludes embedded share rentals, medians calculated separately 





 

 

 

http://www.anglicare.org.au/


 

Table 1: Rental Affordability, Greater Sydney and the Illawarra, by household type and percentage 



 



What did we look for? 

Why are the affordability and appropriateness of private rented housing important issues in Tasmania? 



 

 

o 

o 

 





 

 

 

  



 

Table 1: Rental Affordability, Tasmania, by household type and percentage 



What’s happening to the supply of private rental housing in Tasmania? 

Are low income households successfully getting the available lower cost private rental sector properties 
where they need it in Tasmania? 

 

 

 



Increase the affordability and availability of Tasmanian private rental housing 

Make homes for Tasmanians in the private rental sector 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 1: Breakdown of Advertised Listings  

  

  



Table 2: Rental Affordability, Metropolitan Melbourne LGAs, by household type and 
percentage 



Metropolitan Melbourne 

Income Support Households:  

 

 

Minimum Wage Households:  

 

 

 

Top 10 Snapshot 2016 Metropolitan LGAs:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Removing gumtree data: 

 

 

Regional/Coastal Data: 

Income Support Households:  

 

 

Minimum Wage Households:  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Table 2: Rental Affordability, regional and coastal  LGAs, by household type and 
percentage 



 

 

Gumtree, share accommodation and young people  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Increased support and housing access  for Victoria’s most vulnerable young people.  
 
 

 

 

2. ‘Head-leasing’ arrangements by not-for-profit (NFPs), and other organisations  



 

3.  Investment in dedicated and safe housing options for parents and children leaving 
family violence 

 

 

4. Greater government investment in innovative, targeted  social and public housing  

5. Governments to incentivise greater stability and accessibility for people on income 
support in the private rental market  

 

 



 
 

Anglicare Western NSW supports low income households in Western NSW in the following ways: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Young people and jobseekers  

Families receiving income support  

Older people, and people with disabilities  

Low-waged households 

 

 



 

Table 1: Rental Affordability, Central West, Far West & Orana, by household type and 
percentage 





Messages for the NSW Government  

Housing NSW waiting periods  

 

 

 

 

 

Messages for the Federal Government  



 



 

 



 

Table 1: Rental Affordability, Greater Perth Metropolitan Area, WA, by household type 
and percentage 

 



Median Rent 

Government Benefits  

Minimum Wage Earners 

 



 

Table 2: Rental Affordability, South West and Great Southern Regions of WA, by 
household type and percentage 

 

 



Median Rent 

 

Government Benefits  

Minimum Wage Earners 



 

Table 2: Rental Affordability, Northwest WA, by household type and percentage 

 



Median Rent 

Government Benefits  

Minimum Wage Earners 

Households on Government benefits unable to access affordable rental accommodation  

Two parent households on a minimum wage fare better in 2016  

 



 

Regional Variation 

Importance of rental subsidies in providing affordable accommodation  

Invest in social housing 

 

 

 

Improve affordability in the private rental market  

 

 

 

 

Increase adequacy of pensions and payments  

 

 

 



  



 

 

 

 



Table 1: Number and Percentage of Affordable & Appropriate Properties by Household 
Type & Locality 

320 33% 4 6% 122 35%

225 23% 2 3% 94 27%

397 40% 9 14% 159 46%

212 22% 2 3% 103 30%

26 3% 0 0% 11 3%

48 5% 0 0% 15 4%

48 5% 0 0% 15 4%

0 0% 0 0% 0 0%

0 0% 0 0% 0 0%

0 0% 0 0% 0 0%

736 75% 52 81% 259 74%

503 51% 27 42% 186 53%

196 20% 2 3% 82 24%

617 63% 41 64% 223 64%

984 64 349

$230 $265 $220

 



Whyalla 

Copper Coast 

http://www.domain.com.au/news/does-whyallas-real-estate-nightmare-have-broader-lessons-20160412-go4a6z/
http://www.domain.com.au/news/does-whyallas-real-estate-nightmare-have-broader-lessons-20160412-go4a6z/




 

 

 



  

 



 

Table 1: Rental Affordability, Central Coast, Hunter, Great lakes & Taree , by household 
type and percentage 



 

 

 



Appendix 1:  

Assumptions used when calculating affordability and 
appropriateness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In order for the property to be considered suitable for a household,  

it has to be affordable and appropriate.
 


